Separating the effects of alertness from the effects of encoding in a pitch-imagery task.
The facilitatory effects of auditory imagery have often been attributed to priming. However, the facilitatory effects of a prime on subsequent processing can be separated into effects related to specific perceptual processes, such as encoding, and effects related to more general processes, such as alertness. Whereas research on auditory imagery has focused on code-activated facilitation, the role of alertness in image-induced facilitation has been largely presumed rather than empirically investigated. Therefore, a study was designed to isolate the facilitatory effects of alertness from those of encoding. The results show that the nonspecific alerting effects of auditory imaging were quite extensive--a nearly 78-ms decrease in reaction time--compared with the effects of encoding.